
Juneteenth - March for US 2020 Policy Demands 

For 401 years, Black Americans have been the lifeblood of this country. We have 

sacrificed to build the economy, the culture, and the moral fiber of our society. Even 

with the  sacrifices of our ancestors, government officials have continued the practice of 

benign neglect toward our community and the support of systemic injustices. On 

Juneteenth 2020, we are saying enough is enough and demanding real policy change to 

the system of control.  

We will not settle for symbolism.  

 

We, Black taxpayers and citizens of the United States of America, demand: 

● A fair share in government contracting and community investment  

● Reparations from the federal government / An equitable share of 

resources to be a self-determinant group from state and local 

governments 

● Police reforms that actually hold officers accountable and promote 

transparency 

● Access to high-quality healthcare 

● Equity and justice in the education system 
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Equity in Community Investment and Government Contracting 

Equity in Government Contracting and Procurement 

Setting an aspirational goal of a percentage of City/County/State contracts to Black-owned 

businesses commensurate to Black population makeup of the locality. If a government entity 

fails to meet the aspirational goal, a company in the same field must take on a Black-owned 

business as a mentee to assist in securing contracts in the future. 

 

Stopping Systemic Racism in Labor Unions 

As a requirement for labor unions to be hired for work on government funded projects, each 

union must hire an EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission) Officer to oversee any 

potential violation of constitutional rights of members or applicants. 

 

Stopping displacement violence against Black communities 

As communities in Chicago continue to experience gentrification and increases in the 

cost of housing, the Black population of the city and state continues to decline at a rapid 

rate. It is important to note that housing displacement is a form of violence against our 

community and it is incumbent upon our government officials at all levels to make the 

human right to housing a top priority. To combat displacement violence against the 

Black community, our officials must: 

● Direct public resources to rental and mortgage relief 

● Increase the amount that developers must pay in order to waive affordable 

housing requirements for new developments 

● Provide public and private funded grants for closing costs and incentivizing home 

ownership for Black residents 

● Hold lenders accountable for lending discrimination 
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Access to capital and resources specifically for Black-owned businesses and 

Black-operated community organizations 

 

Historically, government officials have attempted to provide capital to businesses and 

organizations owned and operated by “people of color” or “minorities”. These efforts, no matter 

how well-intentioned, have not had the necessary impact on the Black community. In order for 

any prescriptive legislation to be effective, it must be directly targeted to the Black community. 
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Federal Reparations for Descendants of American Slaves / 

Self-Determination 

The federal government of the United States of America owes repentance for the greatest crime 

in human history. The wealth of this country was built off free labor from kidnapped Africans 

and Black Americans have been systemically locked out of wealth ever since. We rank last in all 

16 economic indicators, and as a result, we see many additional societal ills attributed to the 

Black community. Reparations from the federal government is not only repayment of a debt 

owed, but is also a moral obligation to bring Black people [into their glow]…. A federal 

reparations package shall include: 

● Cash payments to descendants of American slaves 

● Land 

● Economic development that is owned and controlled by Black people 

● Education of American citizens that tells our story from our perspective 

● The elimination of laws and practices that maintain dual systems in the major areas of 

life including the justice system, health, education and economics 

Any forms of reparations allocated should improve the lives of Black Americans for generations 

to come; foster economic, social, and political parity; and allow for full rights of 

self-determination. 

 

Defining Ourselves - HB 4260  (Sponsored by Reps. Smith, Evans, Mayfield, West, Carroll, 

Lilly, Ammons, & Buckner) 

Status: Assigned to State Government Administration Committee (3/3/20) 

Did you know that under the laws governing the State of Illinois, Black people are referred to as 

"Negro" nearly two dozen times? This speaks to the historical abuse that Black people have 

endured, not only in this state, but in this country, since its inception. HB 4260 starts the 

process of both humanizing and respecting the name of Black citizens in this state. Under the 

bill, all references to Black people as "Negro" will be removed from state law. In their place 

under Black or African American, the sub-racial category of "Descendant of American Slaves" 

shall be added to state statute. This would allow for Black individuals, who have suffered the 

worst atrocities in human history under chattel slavery and Jim Crow semi-slavery to be able to 
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http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=4260&GAID=15&GA=101&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=123289&SessionID=108


define ourselves. With this change, we hope to activate more self-determination among Black 

people, and for legislation including specific benefits to our group to be introduced and passed. 

---- 

Note: This is a symbolic first step in a larger process, in which we may have to create suspect 

classifications for the State of Illinois, and move Descendants of American Slaves from the 

"minority" class and into our own suspect class. Currently, "minority" is considered an 

acceptable suspect class, but lawmakers hesitate to delve deeper than the overarching "minority" 

programs and name Black citizens, specifically, for repair and redress. We need specific repair 

and redress for the historical wrongs enacted on our people, not redress to "minorities", of 

which we have historically have received a less-than-equitable share. The Supreme Court 

typically treats as suspect any classification of people who: 

● Have an inherent trait 

● Have a trait that is highly visible 

● As a class, have been disadvantaged historically 

● Are part of a group that has historically lacked effective representation in the political 

process. 

Descendants of American Slaves have more than enough historical standing to be considered a 

suspect class and thus should be entitled to specific legislation to uplift the community. 

 

Enshrining Juneteenth (6/19) as a City/State/Federal Holiday 

 

Juneteenth 2021:  

● Officially recognize Juneteenth 2021 as a city holiday - paid day off through an 

ordinance. 

● Chicago must support the campaign to recognize ‘Juneteenth National Freedom Day’ on 

a national level.  
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Police Reform / Criminal Justice 

● Requiring police officers to be licensed and subsequently recertified by the state 

● Based on licensure, requiring the state to create and maintain a database of police 

officers by District and Beat # worked 

○ Allowing transparency on past performance of officers, including # of complaints 

against and resolution/disposition of any hearings 

● Increased accountability for police-involved deaths and for individuals in police custody. 

○ Mandatory minimum sentences  

● De-militarizing police departments and directing those resources to mental health and 

other services that police are overburdened by being tasked with 

● Codifying the 21st Century Policing initiatives (‘Obama 8’) with criminal penalties for 

violations (Already adopted as policy by Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot & other major city 

mayors) : 

○ Ban on chokeholds and strangleholds (already codified under PA 99-352 - SIMS 

OMNIBUS LAW. Need the addition of punitive action for those who violate.) 

○ Require de-escalation 

○ Require warning before shooting (prefer a required warning before brandishing a 

weapon) 

○ Duty of onlooking officers to intervene 

○ Ban shooting at moving vehicles 

○ Requiring a use-of-force continuum 

○ Comprehensive force reporting 

● Creation of new specific violation of interference with police body camera functionality 

or visibility & implementation of 3 strikes on willful neglect to turn on body cameras 

when interacting with any member of the public 

● Requesting the effectiveness of Surge Missions in the City of Chicago, requiring data and 

proven results.  

● Ban no-knock warrants 

● Mandating liability insurance and allowing civil payouts at the limit of insurability 

● Forfeiture of public pensions if an individual resigns or retires under scrutiny for an 

officer involved death or any other suspected police misconduct 
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● Withholding vacation and/or personal time for officers under a misconduct 

investigation. Officers under investigation shall be immediately furloughed (without pay, 

but may apply for unemployment benefits) 

● Ban fear based training as acceptable professional development for police officers 

● Ban facial recognition software used by police unless the investigation if for cases of 

domestic terrorism 

● Supporting the Hands Up Act  

○ Mandatory minimum sentences for an officer who kills an unarmed citizen 

● Creation of KAREN’s Law (Keep Avoidable Race Encounters Nonexistent) 

○ Punitive criminal or civil penalties for individuals who make false, race-based 911 

calls with intent to have officers harm or harass a Black individual 

 

Equity in Healthcare 

Blacks in this country have higher rates of diabetes, hypertension, and heart disease than any 

other groups, and black children have a 500% higher death rate from asthma compared with 

white children. Disproportionate rates of healthcare inequality continue to plague the African 

American community, ultimately affecting the quality of life for black people. These inequalities 

contribute to gaps in health insurance coverage, uneven access to services, and poorer health 

outcomes. To ensure equity within healthcare we are demanding increases in all of the following 

on Chicago’s South and West Sides: 

1. Access to healthcare  

2. Affordability of healthcare 

3. High quality services  
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Equity and Justice in the Education System 

Education in our community is the cornerstone of all next steps. It is pivotal that our young 

people have access to the best educational resources and opportunities, while fostering an 

environment in which they feel safe. 

● Equity in access to high-quality programming and materials 

● Reimagining School Safety 
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